Award for the Best Iraqi Independent News Website

Real journalism hard to find on Iraqi websites 

Anna Zayer

They have promising names such as iraqpress.org  or iraq-fm.com but often the content is zero, extremist, foreign, only in English or a remixed salad of news produced by others.

To whom one could give the Award for the Best Iraqi Independent News Website?

Apart from the well-known websites of Iraqi newspapers and satellite channels, where is the professional use of press freedom on the internet? 
It seems the most important revolution on the internet after decades of dictatorial repression of press freedom have been the Iraqi blogs. But then Iraqi blogs are not journalistic, although some try to correct reporting by mainstream media by offering their version of the news. Some Iraqis blogging in English can now live from their work as they have a bank account in the West where dozens of readers donate money. One Iraqi blog, Riverbend, has won several foreign awards. So much for the freedom of opinion that Iraqis now truly exercise with passion on the internet.
aswataliraq.com and nina-news.com, the two independent news agencies whose news can be used by anyone, are two examples of real journalistic innovation on the internet. They have become important sources of news for the Iraqi media. Aswataliraq is funded by UNDP, and Nina was lavishly funded by the American government. In Kurdistan a group of thrity young journalists produce kurdistanonline.net, which also functions as a kind of independent press agency for the Kurdish language area.
These three agencies produce their own news. Other websites are great in collecting all the news from others, such as sotaliraq.com, marsadiraq.com, akhbaar.org, ahali-iraq.net, welcome.to/kurdnet and kurdishmedia.com. 

Others again are great in providing an impressive list of links to Kurdish media such as kurdistanpress.com, eduhok.net and  kurdistan4all.com. Lists of links to Iraqi media in Arabic have mostly been made by Arab and other foreign websites. It seems no Iraqi website can overcome it’s political sensitivities by naming websites of rival groups.
When checking the promising names of some websites, such as albasrah.net 

and iraq-na.com one finds Saddamist “resistance” websites while iraqipa.net is an extremist Shi’ite site. Alnajafnews.net sometimes offers good pictures of events. Other promising names such as iraq.net and iraqupdates.com remix only English language news, while iraq.org is the BBC’s page on Iraq in Arabic. There still is only a limited  number of websites with economic articles and information on Iraq such as occkw.com/iraq.
Some website names that sound interesting have everything to do with Iraq but are not produced by Iraqis and have nothing to do with journalism: theiraqmonitor.org is a production of Norwegian pacifists, the beautifully designed misbahalhurriyya.org turns out to be an invention of the American conservative thinktank Cato, while electroniciraq.net is an American “alternative press” outlet about Iraq, Palestine and Lebanon.
A whole category of its own is the group of not or not so journalistic websites produced by Kurdish exiles in Canada, America, and European countries (especially Denmark,  Sweden and Norway), such as nuserikurd.com, avestakurd.net and dengekan.com/canda. Like some Assyrian and Turkmen exiles there are Kurds outside who seem intent on destroying the reputation of the government of the Kurdish region, such as the innocent-sounding kurdistanpost.com and kurdmedia.com. Others specialize in finding only bad news on Turkey and more bad news on Kurds in Syria. An interesting specialization is the Swedish-Kurdish website dimane.com that brings only interviews (in Kurdish).
The saddest category of websites are those with promising names such as kurdishtribune.org  that turn out to be dead. Others such as iraqsport.com are not updated since months, so one fears for the life of the editor.
What is remarkable is that the disappearance or destruction of local newspapers and weeklies in cities like Kirkuk, Hilla, Mosul, and Al-Samawa has not led to the creation of local webbased media, something unemployed journalists could do without much investment, to keep the flame of press freedom alive. In other countries local media are making a comeback thanks to internet, after local newspapers became too costly and closed down years ago. Is the electricity crisis depriving Iraq from local media on internet?
To whom give an award for the best journalistic website? It would be a very limited contest between the websites of some Iraqi newspapers, the news agencies and those non-partisan websites which only collect and copy news from others. 
If one wants to organize a competition awards should be given for many features in order to include the whole Iraqi web news community: design, language, sound, pictures, the quality of the bridging between Iraqis and exiles, political pluralism, honesty. 
And of course there has to be a  prize for the most terrible Iraqi website - if we can make sure Iraqis made it. This is a problem in Iraq because no one seems to trust the National Communication and Media Commission that has the legal right to distribute domain names and should have a decent server. There is not one Iraqi news website ending with iq. 

LIST OF CHECKED WEBSITES

Iraq:                                           *r.i.a.

Journalistic websites in Arabic:

- newspaper websites

http://www.alsabaah.com: website of daily government newspaper, available in PDF

http://www.newsabah.com/ : website of the daily newspaper, completely available in PDF

www.almannarah.com: newspaper, available in PDF

http://www.almadapaper.com/:  website of the newspaper

http://al-mashriq.net/ : website of newspaper

http://www.azzaman.com : site of newspaper

a.o.: see www.al-bab.com, www.onlinenewspapers.com/
- satellite tv's with news site

http://www.alsharqiya.com/ 

http://www.nahrain.com/

http://www.alhurra.com : US-funded satellite tv

http://www.iraqimedianet.net/ iraqi media network - al-irakiyya website

a.o.: see www.al-bab.com

- other news sites

http://www.ninanews.com: “independent” Iraqi news agency funded by USaid

http://ahali-iraq.net/payv/ : owned by Rabar Sindy (Kurdish man, but the site is in Arabic); variety of news, non-partisan, truthful *

www.marsadiraq.com - "observatory of iraq", lots of news, non-partisan*

www.aswataliraq.info : independent press agency funded by UNDP

http://www.alnajafnews.net/ppic/index.htm: news and pictures, owner unknown

http://www.iraq-amsi.org : religious shiíte news site?

http://www.sotaliraq.com/iraq.html - copy-paste news from others, non-partisan*

http://www.akhbaar.org : variety of news, non-partisan*

www.iraqoftomorrow.org : good website, non-partisan, anti-terror*

http://www.iraq.org/: BBC Arabic web

http://www.iraq4allnews.dk/index.php?sec=home - non-partisan, based in Denmark
http://www.niqash.org: German-Iraqi news website, in Arabic and English, with a focus on legal matters, the oil industry; had its own network of correspondents in Iraq but funding stopped
http://www.iwpr.net: foreign-funded website with news by Iraqi trainees of the Institute for Peace and War Reporting
- non-journalistic sites with journalistic names:

http://www.iraqipa.net/ - extremist and anti-American Shiíte website belonging to Al-Tahaluf al-watany

http://www.iraq-fm.com/ - simple radio station with many non-functioning links, so content unknown

http://www.iraq-na.com/index.php?sec=home : "Iraqi News Agency", Saddamist, heavily anti-American

http://www.albasrah.net/index.php : Saddamist website, Sunni resistance website

http://www.iraqpress.org : only sponsored links and advertising

Journalistic websites in English

http://www.iraq.net/ : news from AP, AFP etc.

http://www.iraqupdates.com/ : collection of news produced by others, institutional support from KDC, I-ACCI a.o.

http://www.aina.org/ : assyrian US-based agency

http://www.iraqsport.com : info on Iraqi national teams, not updated since october 2006, blog

http://electroniciraq.net/ : US-based alternative news source on Iraq, Palestinian intifadah and Lebanon; collected stories from others, blogs

http://www.ihlresearch.org/iraq : reports on human rights and violations in Iraq, war crimes etc.; studies and analyses

http://www.iraqtvnews.com/ - WN Network

Kurdistan
Journalistic websites in Kurdish:

http://www.kurdistanonline.net/ : active news website, led by Chiman Saleh

http://www.zagros.tv/ under construction

http://www.sr.se/rs/red/ind_kur.html : Swedish internat radio

http://www.peyamner.com/ : kurdish government press agency

http://www.eduhok.net : website of the city and of several magazines

http://www.eduhok.net/evro/index.htm : website of the weekly Evro, fully available in PDF

http://www.awene.com - site of the weekly

http://www.gencan.org – informative Kurdish students website

http://www.welat.com : turkish-kurdish newspaper website

http://www.clandestineradio.com/sounds/play.php?qth=205&stn=379&id=153 kurdish radios
http://www.kurdistan4all.com/media.htm:  provides links to various media

http://www.xebat.net/index.php : kdp newspaper website

http://www.shawushka.com/ : website of women's magazine shawushka 

http://kurdistanpress.com/ - links site

http://www.hawlati.com/ - dead site

http://www.xandan.com/aso-files/aso-html/latest/hawal.htm: Xandan PUK press foundation for Kirkuk and Suleymania

Non-journalistic websites in Kurdish, exiles’ websites

http://www.rizgari.org/ : not news website, many old stories, Kurdish and English

http://www.kurdistannet.org/ : not a news website, articles; enemy of kurdistan-post, govt-friendly

http://www.dengekurd.com/ : not a news website, articles

http://www.nuserikurd.com/ : articles website of kurds in europe

http://www.kurdistanpost.com/ : articles made by kurds in europe, mainly scandals, famous for that, led by nechirvan mustafa

http://www.avestakurd.net/ : website of kurdish “Tisjik” tv, norway 

http://www.rojname.com/index.kurd: simple news and articles website

http://www.amude.de/ : website of syrian kurds opposition movement in Europe 

http://www.dengekan.com/canda kurdish articles from canada and sweden 

http://www.penusikurd.dk/ : kurdish magazine from denmark

http://www.dengekurd.20m.com/ : magazine website

http://www.dimane.com/ kurdish website from sweden, only interviews, but good

http://www.birnebun.com/ simple articles website

on Kurdistan, in Arabic

www.qendil.org : political news and cultural studies*

www.gilgamish.org - site of center for Kurdish studies and research, not journalistic

on Kurdistan, in English

http://welcome.to/kurdnet : links site with copy-paste news from others in English

http://www.kurdishdaily.com/ English news from the WN network

http://www.kurdistan.org/ = AKIN 

http://www.kurdistan4all.com/ Kurdistan portal incl media

http://www.kurdistanobserver.com/ - a variety of news, non-partisan

http://www.kurdishinfo.com/ : dead site

http://www.kurdishmedia.com (now: www.kurdmedia.com): selection of copied, translated and original news stories, essays a.o., UK-based, not so journalistic mainly opinions

(the list of Iraqi websites with journalistic names that we checked is longer but we have left out all those that are not intended as news or information websites)
