Civil Pillar

Crash course on scientific journalism

Workshop program

DAY 1  

1.
Introduction: why we do this course? In order to recruit new people for  the Iraqi media.

Discussion: science journalism = journalism about science (and technology), it is NOT “scientific journalism”. Scientific journalism doesn’t exist. Journalism is not scientific or academic, it uses its own methods and techniques and it has its own professional ethics.

2. Discussion about the media: How do you think about them and the attention they give to science subjects?
Discussion:

Is it the social and political task of the media to ask questions? Or just bring the news that is? Service or propaganda? Just business or moral duties?

3. The basic writing principles in journalism: the five W’s

Exercise: Rewrite this long story into a short news item with all five W’s.

Exercise: Rewrite the same news item with the emphasis on three different W’s

Give context: otherwise, science news promotes new forms of ignorance and superstition

4. When NOT to use the five W’s: literary journalism.

5. Headlines

You have to try to make your own headlines, don’t leave it to others.

Long headlines or Leads? It is a matter of culture, space in the newspaper and … service attitude.

Headlines: Short, shorter, shortest, wrong headline.
Headlines in magazines are different.

Exercises

Find a very long headline in the newspaper, write it down and rewrite it much shorter.

Headlines in magazines: invent three very short headline for the following story:

6. Use boxes – especially in science journalism!

Exercise: Extract one or more boxes from this article 

7. Remain in control of the pictures 
Captions for pictures. 

There are various forms: 
                     the caption which says what you see

                     the caption is a quote from the article, 
                     the caption refers to a fact mentioned in the article

Exercise

This article had a big picture of chickens in a cage, without caption. 

Make the three kinds of captions
Day 2

8. Which news has a scientific side? 

Exercise:

Analyse a newspaper to find one news item with a scientific side.

Developing a news item: two examples of how to build bigger stories from short news items:

- a new vaccine against bird flu 

- sugar plants used to produce biodiesel

Exercise:

Now develop the short news item you found. 
. 

Exercise:

What are your personal interests in science and technology?

List five with a short description.

Discussion of one interest per participant:

How often you think they will be news?

9. We don't always need to wait until our subjects become "news".

Especially in science you don’t have to wait always.

You can:

Find people (visitors of fairs, bizniz people, professors, writers, people who know traditional crafts and technologies – keep your own make a file
Find news (scientific magazines, websites).

Find organizations (NGOs, UN-orgs, multinationals, grant programs).

Find government plans (network, contacts with officials).

Find international occasions (conferences, UN-days, anniversaries).

Find histories (of technologies, science philosophers, archeology, look at the world differently, is sometimes so simple: a history of cement.

Exercise 

Suppose you have to present three proposals for a short television program about science or technology. Go to the internet and them with the help of these tips.

. 

DAY 3

10.  Introduction to science sources on the internet: websites, magazines, journals

11. Rewriting “second hand” science and technology news

Basic rules

There are many ways to mention a source

Exercises in rewriting   

Make from these three long texts three short news items of 100-200 words.

Exercise

16. use EurekAlert and other websites to suggest 2 articles, 2 radio items, 2 television items (HOMEWORK).

12. First it is good to copy, then you become your own master like in the arts…

Find your "masters".
Exercise: Pick up one ‘master’ from the newspaper for what you consider a good style and one from the magazine for another good reason.

Day 4

13. Selection of news items is not a neutral affair, but sciences are a very wide area, they cover almost everything.
Selection also comes through media constraints, they are very real and hard.

Time, money, space on pages, broadcast time, political-social-religious, editor in chief preferences, ownership

Discussion with an imaginary editor in chief. When you propose a subject, he might give the following arguments:

This subject is…

old, we had it already
needs too much research, we need something fast

too expensive, you need to travel for this

too complicated (the editor personally feels that)

a waste of time, who is he? Is he an authority?

too dangerous
un-interesting
something from your friends, did they pay you for a positive article?
too short, we need something long (or vice versa)

Write down winning arguments that you can advance.
In the media you need some social skills: putting forward arguments, negotiate, know when to stop arguing, make proposals attractive, make short ‘contracts’. 
Role play

In the science field, media cannot tell science journalists what to do
You must give them suggestions – but not a long shopping list!
Day 5

14. Writing and television program making both need good writing.

Is a good image really “worth more than a thousand words”? Quality of comments are more important.

What is good writing? A look at precision, style, imaginative writing, good metaphors, simplicity, the right format.

Exercises

The difference between scientific writing and journalistic writing.

· They have their own demands/logic/ethics

· Fast, slow

· Public different, connecting to the public

· Reason why you write different

· Notes, details, experiments

· Evidence (2nd hand)

· Check by fellow scientists/editors

· Composition different

· Putting into context
Exercise: trying to write a news dispatch from an English scientific article in Arabic.

Discussion about the problems (Time to read it all? Check how? Where to find Iraqi or Arabic expert? Translation problems? Help of dictionaries? Access to sources? )

15. Other text elements

Introduction/lead

- exercises

Reworking interviews: 4 models

- examples

Question and answers in a text (use of space, summarize)

- examples, exercises

Use of figures, check of figures 

- examples, exercises

Use of graphics, cartoons, drawings, pictures 

· Exercises

16. Films and television items: dubbing or translation.
17. Homework: 2 medium, 3 short articles

Day 6 (one month later)

Discussion of articles written by participants

18. From complexity to simplicity 

Discussion of various examples: Depleted Uranium, Aids, Oil production

19. Doing journalistic research

Example: Writing about  “A new dam in a river”

20. Dealing with sources

Dealing with researchers, research and production companies, the money factor, government agencies, victims, ngo’s, consumer problems, legal action, ‘political scientific research’. How to protect yourself and your company against legal action.

Discussion of examples from real life.

20. Journalistic ethics:

Facts – comment, opinion, analysis, judgment, column, guidance

Truth and honesty

Independence 

Payment for trips to conferences etc.

Relations with sources, anonymous sources, secret sources

Fairness – hearing both or five sides

Dealing with a lack of time and other editorial restraints

Professionalism
Certificates ceremony & dinner

Picture of class

Online course

END

You can participate in special days devoted to science journalism that will be organized after February 2007. You can also count on support from the trainers when you begin to work in this field. In the course of 2007 this course will become also available as on online course (inshallah).

Good luck with your further career!
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Civil Pillar Mobile Media Training Center

Arbil
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